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Abayudaya Jews of Uganda 

Latest news from the Namatumba community 

 
On 5th October I visited the Namatumba community.  I was greeting by over one hundred 
community members, at their synagogue.  The men all sat on low chairs as we discussed the 
progress and future plans.  The women sat on mats with their children, chatting whilst making 
their Kippot. 

 
 

SOLAR POWER PROGRAM 

The main reason for my visit to the community was to implement the Solar Power Program that 
has been planned for a few months.  The idea of the Solar Power Program is to replace the 
community’s dangerous, polluting and expensive kerosene burners with a safe, cheaper solar 
power alternative.   

100 solar power lights were distributed around 
community members.  The average family in the 
community spends around $3 a week on kerosene, 
for light alone.  Now, with the solar lights they are 
making an average saving of $150 per family per 
year.  This may not sound like a great deal of 
money but when you consider that school fees for 
one student is around $175 per year, it can almost 
pay for one extra child to receive an education. 

Some community members proudly show off  
their new solar power lights 

  



NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2010 

SOLAR POWER PROGRAM cont… 

Aside from the financial benefits that the solar lights bring the following benefits are also 
achieved: 
 
Environmental - The fuel burning lights that the community uses has a damaging effect on the 
environment.  Their crops and animals suffer.  
 
Educational - Due to the price of running a kerosene burner, the families only use them for 2-3 
hours each night.  This is the time it takes to prepare and cook the family meal.  This means that 
the school children have no opportunity to do any homework.  The solar lights are free to 
operate and can be used for as many hours as required. 
 
Health - Breathing in the fumes that are emitted from kerosene burners has a detrimental effect 
on the health of the community.  The days when they are ill are also costly - subsistence farmers 
receive no sick day allowance!   The solar lights give off no fumes and are completely clean.   
 

Dangers - The kerosene burners have a naked 
flame.  Many adults and children have been badly 
burned in the past.  Homes have also been 
destroyed.  The solar lights cannot cause any 
such problems. 
 
Savings program - As part of the Solar Power 
Program, each family has agreed that part of the 
money they are now saving will be paid into the 
community savings account.  This account is to 
be used in emergencies of the community – such 
as the provision of medical treatment. 

 

 

DONATION OF SIDDURIM 

Street Lane Gardens Synangoue in Leeds, UK, have 
kindly donated over 50 siddurim for the community.  
I received these in Kampala only a few days ago 
and will be sending them to the community within 
the next week. 

Until now the Namatumba community has had a few 
machzors and one Chumash.  They are incredibly 
grateful for this kind donation. 
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FUTURE PLANS 

After the distribution of the solar lights I met with the committee members and we discussed 
future projects for the community. 

Synagogue completion 

The members of the community are all religious Jews.  They keep Shabbat, eat kosher food, 
attend synagogue as much as possible, partake in all the festivals and are god-fearing.  It’s 
actually very easy for them to keep Shabbat holy as there is no power and they simply spend the 
day sitting and chatting with each other. 

Their dreams for their synagogue are to install the glass in the remaining ten windows.  We have 
already given money for two of the twelve windows.  Each window costs around $125 to fit – 
including the frames, panes, cement, labour, sand and transport. 

The community wants to lay a proper 
cement floor – at the moment it is stones 
and dirt.  This will cost them around $850.   

They would love to have doors on their ark 
rather than a sheet that hangs over it.  
They also wish to have book cases for their 
new books and 20 more chairs for their 
congregation.  They currently have ten 
chairs and three benches and the women 
generally sit on the floor. 

 

Chicken house and egg project 

The community has plans to purchase 100 chicks and rear them to egg-laying age.  The 90 or so 
eggs that are laid each day will be sold to the market for profit.  The chicken house and egg 
project will cost approximately $650 to implement and will make profits of almost $1,500 per 
year. 

 
Health care unit 

A long term goal for the community is to have a health care unit or clinic in their community.  
This is way off however as it would not only need investment in the building and the purchasing 
of drugs but it would also need a qualified practitioner.  This would mean someone from the 
community going to further education and qualifying and then coming back to live and work in 
the community.  At the moment they have to travel 45 minutes by road to reach the nearest 
clinic.  This is often very difficult with the very sick – the condition they are normally in before 
they make the decision to go to get some treatment (often very expensive so put off as the last 
option) 
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Jewish School 

The closest Jewish school is over 70 miles away.  The primary school children cannot travel that 
far each day.  The community has dreams of setting up a Jewish primary school in their 
community.  They want to teach the children in how to read Hebrew, about all the Jewish 
festivals and about the history of Judaism.  The school will also provide a secular school 
education for its students. 

I thought you’d want to know how much your contribution has helped these families.  Without 
your generous contributions these projects would not have been able to get off the ground.   

 

 

NORWOOD HELPING HANDS AWARD 

Recently I have been nominated and selected as a winner 
of a Norwood Helping Hands Award.  This is a great 
honour for me and I’d like to thank everyone who 
nominated me and, of course, the panel for selecting me 
for this award.  The annual Norwood dinner takes place in 
London in mid-November with over 1,000 guests.  I won’t 
be able to attend but a close family member will be there 
to collect the award on my behalf.  I am currently making a short video which will be played 
during the dinner.  I will post this video to the website shortly after the dinner takes place. 

 

 

EMANUEL SCHOOL, SYDNEY 

Emanuel School in 
Sydney, Australia 
recently purchased 
kippot for their 
pupils.  They have three houses in the school – Szenes, Rashi and 
Rabin – each with its own colour.  The school’s generous purchase 
contributed enormously to the Solar Power Program.  A very big 
thank you for all their support. 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

During 2010, Kippot for Hope have been featured in the following publications: 
 

 
The Jewish Telegraph (UK) 

 
BIMA Magazine (Leeds, UK) 

 
Jew School Blog 

 
Punk Torah Podcast (USA) 

 

The Jewish Chronicle (UK) 

 
The Jewish Post (New York, USA) 

 
The Australian Jewish News 

 

J-Life Magazine (Leeds, UK) 

 

A big thank you to all concerned for giving us the opportunity to appear in your publication. 

You can see the articles above by clicking on any of the links. 
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KIPPOT SALES 

Since setting up the website we have sold almost 2,000 kippot.  
The women of the community can now make Kippot with both 
English and Hebrew writing on them.  They make wonderful 
gifts.  If you’re thinking of a unique Chanukah gift that will not 
only please the recipient but also help the Namatumba 
community, then our Kippot might be the perfect choice. 

 

Once again, thank you all so much for your continued support. 

Take care,  

 

 

 

Adam Williams 
Founder, Kippot for Hope 
kippotforhope@gmail.com 
 
www.kippotforhope.org 
 

Become a Facebook Fan 
 

 


